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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions of claims in the application. 



Claim 1 . (currently amended) A compound with the following structure (Formula I) 




wherein -A- is a linker, which is selected from the group consisting of 
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and, wherein the linker -A- may be attached via either of the two free bonds to the An group; 



and R7 is the same or different and is hydrogen or a straight or branched C1-C4 alkyl or alkenyl 
group; 

An is an aryl or heteroaryl group such as, e.g. phenyl, pyridine, pyriinidine, pyrazine, 
thiophene, oxazole, isothiazole, pyiazole, pyrrole, imidazole, indole, benzimidazole, quinoline, 
is o quinoline, furan, benzofuran, benzothiophen e , benzofliiazole, indazole, 
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thiazole, isoxazole, oxadiazole, indan ; 

Rl is a lower alkoxy group alkyl-O- with one to four caibon atom s and p r e fe rably on e ca r bon , 
R2 is an Rl group or hydrogen, an OH or an NH2 group, 

Q is selected from the group consisting of 
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R3 and R4 are the same or different selected from straight or branched alkyl, alkenyl or alkynyl 
groups with 1-8 carbon atoms; cycloalkyl groups with 3-7 carbon atoms; alkylcycloalkyl with 4-9 
carbon atoms; alkylaryl groups such as bei u yl, 2-ethylphe n yl , 3- propylphenyl, 4-butylph e nyl ; 
alkylheterocyclyl groups such as 2-ethylpipera£ine, 3-piopyipiperidin e ; alkylheteroaryt groups ; 
the aryl, heterocyclyl and heteroaryl groups may be optionally substitute d wi t h substi t uen t s such as 
Alk-CONII-, Alk-O-, IIO-, NO, AlkNII-, AlkaN-, - CONIk, -CONIIAlk, -CONAlkg ttryfr 
substituted a r yl, benzyl, substitu t ed benzyl groups; 
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Alk is the same or a different alkyl, alkenyl or alkynyl group; 

R3 and R4 may optionally be linked to each other, when possible, as indicated in Formula I; and 
oxygen or nitrogen atoms may be inserted in the chain or ring in a chemically stable position; 

R5 is selected from hydrogen, haloge n a t oms , alkox y groups (AlkO-), hydroxy, 
alkylamino gitraps-(AlkNH-), dialkylamino g r oups (AHqN-), hydroxylalky l groups , carboxamido 
groups-(-CONH2, -CONHAIk, -CONADC2), acylamido g roups (-NHCO-Alk), acyl g r oups (-CO- 
Alk), - CHO, nitrile, alkyl, alkenyl, oralkynyl groups , -SCH3, partially or fully fluorinated alkyl, 
alkoxy or Ihioalkoxy groups-suriras^ 
S^NAIfe, -SO^Aflc; 

more than one R5 group, same or different, may be present on An ; when more than one 5 R5 or when one 
R5 and one R8 group are present they could be connected to each other, directly or with a suitable 
connecting moiety, to form rings; 

each X being the same or different H, F, C3, Br, I, -SCH3, -CF3, -OCF3, -SCF 3 , OCH3, or lower alkyl or 

alkenyl group; 

nisl,2or3, 

R8 is halogen ato ms , alkyl, alkenyl, oralkyny l gioups , cycloalkyl gioups with 3-7 carbons, aryl (Ar) 
groups (Ar) , heteroary l groups , heterocycljd-groups, alkylcycloalkyl-groups, alkylary l g r oups , 
alkylheterocycly l groups , alkylheteroaiyl groups , arylalkoxy groups (e.g. Aidfe O^), aryloxy groups 



NHCO-Alk, -NHCO-Ar, -CO-Alk, -CO-Ar, -SCH3, paitiaUy or My fluorinated alkyl, alkoxy or 



(ArO-) , alkoxy groups (AlkO-), di; 




f=), -CONHAIk, - CONHAr -CONAlh, - 




or R8 has the structure 



R6 
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in which B is a single bond or a connecting moiety selected from the group consisting of: 



R7 R7 



O. ,0 ^ ^>R7 

Y 

R7 

which may be attached via either of the two free bonds to the Art group; 



Ar2 is an aryl or heteroaryl gro up such as e.g. phenyl, pyridine, pyrimidiiie, pyrazine, 30 thiophene, 
oxazole, iso t liiazole, py r azole, py r role, imidazole, indole, beiiziimdazole, quinoline, isoqumoline, 
fuian^ benzofiiran, benzothiophene, benzothiazole, indazole, thiazole, isoxazole, oxadiazole, 
mdani » 



R6 is selected from hydrogen, halogerratoms, alkoxy g r oups (AlkO-), hydroxy, alkylamino 
groups (AlkNH-), dialkylamino groups (AfeN-), hydroxylalky l groups , carboxamido groups (- 
CONH2, -CONHABc, -CONAlb), acylamido groups-(-NHCO-Alk), acyl groups (-CO-Alk), - CHO, 
nitrile, alkyl, alkenyL, oralkynyl-groups, -SCH3, partially or fully fluorinated alkyl, alkoxy or 
thioalkoxy groups such as -CH2QF4, -CFs€Fa, -CFe, -OCFe, -SQ% -SO2NH2, - SCfeNIIATk, -SO^NAIk^ 

pa ATI - 

more than one R6 group, same or different, may be present on Ar2; when more than one R6 group is 
present they could be connected to each other to form rings. 



Claim 2. (original) A compound according to claim 1 , wherein Q is 
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Claim 3. (currently amended) A compound cording to claim 1 or 2, wherein R8 is 



Claim 4. (currently amended) A compound according to claim l-or2, wherein 
R8 is selected from haloge n atoms , alkyl, alkenyl, oralkynyl-groups, cycloalkyl groups with 3-7 
carbons, aryl groups (Ar), heteroaryl-grottps, heterocyclyl-groups, alkylcycloalkyl-groups, alkylaryl 
groups, alkylheterocyclyl-groups, alkylheteroaryl-grottps, arylalkox y groups (e.g. Ar€tfe 6=), 
aryloxy groups (ArQ-), alkoxy groups (AlkQ-), dialkylamino groups (AIIC2N-), -CONHAlk, 
-CONHAr, -CONAlfo, -NHCO-Alk, -NHCO-Ar, -CO-Alk, -CO-Ar, -CF 3 , -OCF3, -SCF 3 , ox 
SCH3. 



. Claim 5 . (currently amended) A compound according to claim 1 any of t ire 
preceding claims wherein A is selected from the group consisting of: 
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wherein R7 is as defined in claim I . 
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Claim 6. (currently amended) A compound according to claimJ. any of the preceding 
daims-wherein A is selected from the group consisting of: 

O O 

-v w yy xy - 

R7 R7 R7 R7 O N 

wherein R7 is as defined in claim 1. 



Claim 7. (currently amended) A compound according to claim 1 any claims 1- 

3, 5, 6, wherein B is a single bond or selected from the group consisting of: 




O O 

V 



- 7 ^ ?7 ~ 



wherein R7 is as defined in claim 1 . 

Claim 8. (currently amended) A compound according to claim 7, wherein Bis selected 
from the group consisting of: 

R7 

wherein R7 is as defined in claim 1. 



Claim 9. (currently amended) A compound according to any of the pteceding claims 
with the following structure 



R2 O 
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wherein Ar„ Ar 2 , A, B, RI, R2, R3, R4, R5, R6, R7, R8, X and n are defined as in claim 1 . 
Claim 10. (original) A compound according to claim 9, wherein R8 is 

Claim 1 1 . (currently amended) A compound according to any of the preceding 
cfcrirns-wherein the -B- moiety is not placed ortho to the -A- linker. 

Claim 1 2 . (currently amended) A compound according to any of the preceding 
claims , wherein An and Ar2 are the same or different aryl or heteroaryl group s such as, e.g., phenyl, 
pyridine, thiophene. 

Claim 13. (currently amended) A compound according t o any of the preceding claims , 
wherein R2 is hydrogen. 

Claim 1 4. (currently amended) A compound according to clairol any of the preceding 
claims, wherein R2 is hydrogen and X is H, F, CI, Br, I, CF3, OCF3, SCF3, SCH3 or lower alkyl or 
alkenyl group. 

Claim 15. (currently amended) A compound according to cl a im 1 any of the 
preceding claim s, wherein R2 is H and X is H or F. 



Claim 1 6. (currently amended) A compound according to claimJ - any of the preceding 
claim s, wherein R5 and R6 may be the same or different selected from hydrogen, halogentrtoms, alkoxy 
groups (AlkO-), alkyamino groups (AlkNH-), dialkylamino groups (AUqN-), carboxamido groups (- 
CONH2, -CONHAlk, CONAlk 2 ), acylamido grcmps-(-NHCO-Alk), nitrile, lower alkyl groups, -CF 3 , - 
OCF3, -SCF3, -SCH3. 
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Claim 1 7. (currently amended) A compound according to claim 1 any of the 
preceding claims in amorphous or crystalline form. 



Claim 18. 



!. (currently amended) A compound according to dainL Lany of the 
in racemic or enantiomeric 5 form. 




Claim 1 9. (currently amended) A compound according to ckkoJ Laiiy of t he preceding 
claims in the form of a physiologically acceptable salt, complex, solvate or prodrug thereof. 



Claims 20-35. (cancelled) 



Claim 36. 



(currently amended) A cosmetic method for reducing overweight and/or for 



treating of and/or preventing overweight, bulimia, bulimia nervosa, obesity and/or complications thereto, 
the method comprising administering to an animal such as, e .g. a human in need thereof, an effective 
amount of a compound according to claim 1 any of clai ms 1-23 o r 25-34 . 

Claim 37. (currently amended) A method for the treatment and/or prophylaxis of 
diseases caused by a melanin-concentrating hormone, the method comprising administering to a 
mammal in need thereof an effectiveefficient amount of a compound according to cMml^nyxrf 
claims 1-35 . 

Claim 38. (currently amended) A method for the treatment and/or prophylaxis of 
diseases caused by feeding disorders, the method comprising administering to a mammal in need 
thereof an effectiveefflcient amount of a compound according to daim 1 any of chrims H34 

Claim 39. (currently amended) A method for modifying the feeding behaviour of a 
mammal, the method comprising administering to a mammal in need thereof an eflkriye efficrent 
amount of a compound according to claim 1 any of claims 1-34 . 
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Claim 40. (currently amended) A method for the reduction of body mass, the method 
comprising administering to a mammal in need thereof an effective efficient amount of a compound 
according to claim 1 any of claims 1-23 or 25-34 

Claim 4 1 . (currently amended) A method for the treatment and/or prophylaxis of 
Syndrome X (metabolic syndrome) or any combination of obesity, insulin resistance, dyslipidemia, 
impaired glucose tolerance and hypertension, the method comprising administering to a mammal in need 
thereof an effectiveefficient amount of a compound according to Haim 1 any of cktms 1 -91 or 25=34 

Claim 42. (currently amended) A method for the treatment and/or prophylaxis of Type 
II diabetes or Non Insulin Dependent Diabetes Mellitus (NIDDM), the method comprising 
administering to a mammal in need thereof an effective efficient amount of a compound according to 
claim 1 any of claims 1-23 or 25-34 . 

Claim 43 . (currently amended) A method for the treatment and/or prophylaxis of 
bulimia, bulimia nervosa and/or obesity, the method comprising administering to a mammal in need 
thereof an effective efficient amount of a compound according to claim 1 any of da i ms 1-91 nr 95- 
34. 

Claim 44. (currently amended) A method for the treatment and/or prophylaxis of 
depression and/or anxiety, the method comprising administering to a mammal in need thereof an 
effective efficient amount of a compound according to claim 1 any of claims 1-24 or 35 . 

Claim 45. (currently amended) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound 
according to daimJL any of the claims 1-35 or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof together with one 
or more physiologically acceptable excipients. 
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Claim 46. (currently amended) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 45, 
wherein the compound is present in the form of a physiologically acceptable salt such as a salt formed 
be t ween the compound and an inorganic acid such as e.g.. a hydrochloride, a hydr o broniide, a 
hydroiodide, a ni tr at e , a nitrite, a H3 P8 3 salt, a H3 P6 4 sal t , a H gSOj salt, a sulfate, a I I 2 SO5 salt, or a 
sal t formed be t ween the c o mpound and an organic acid such as o r ganic acids like e.g. Ik €Qa 
ace t ic acid, C eHs COOI 1, C ? ft000I I, C 4H9 COOI I, (COOI I> 27eH^ (COQII> re2H ;? (COOIl) 2; 
e9H 6 (000II>, C4I18(COOII)2, C 5Ht 9(000II>, fumai i i acid, maleie acid, lactic acid, ci t ric acid, 
tartaric acid, ascorbic acid, benzoic acid, salicylic acid and phthalic acid . 

Claim 47. (currently amended) A composition according to claim 45 or 
46-for enteral and/or parenteral use. 

Claim 48. (currently amended) A pharmaceutical composition according to 
claim 45 o r 46 for oral, buccal, rectal, nasal, topical, vaginal or ocular use. 

Claim 49. (currently amended) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 
45 any of claims 45-48 in the form of a solid, semi-solid or fluid composition. 

Claim 50. (currently amended) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 
49 in solid form, wherein the composition is in the form of one or more tablets tablets such as, 
e.g. conven t i o nal table t s, effervescen t t abl e ts, coat e d table t s, melt tablets or sublingual tablets, 
pell et s, powders, granules, or par t icula t e ma ter ial . 

Claim 5 1 . (original) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 49 in 
semi-solid form, wherein the composition is in the form of a chewing gum, an ointment, a 
cream, a liniment, a paste, a gel or a hydrogel. 

Claim 52. (original) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 
49 in fluid form, wherein the composition is in the form of a solution, an emulsion, a 
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suspension, a dispersion, a liposomal composition, a spray, a mixture, or a syrup. 

Claim 53. (currently amended) A pharmaceutical composition according 
to claim 46 any of claims 46-52 comprising a therapeutically effective amount of a 
compound according to claims. 

Claim 54. (currently amended) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 
53, wherein the amount is from about 0.001 mg to about 1 g such as, e.g. from about 0.005 to 
abou t 750 mg ? from abou t 0.01 to about 500 nig, from abou t 0.05 to about 500 mg, from abou t 
0.1 to about 250 mg, from abou t 0.1 to abou t 100 mg or from abou t 0.5 to about 50 mg . 



Claim 55. (cancelled) 



